To the Editor: The table and refe e erences below summarize available information on 17 sets of very similar anatomy figures that I have been able to glean from the current published literature and put at the disposal of the readers. It is fair to assume that there are a few more similar figures, the locations of which are not yet known. I urge the reader and exe e pressly enlist his kind cooperation in the task of completing this collection, which, at present, stands at exactly 100 colored handepainted anatomy figures.
There are several disputed points and questions about these figures. Here are some of them:
1) Why did a few historians ase e sume that these figures might be of Scythian or Tibetan orie e gin? 2) Which set is the original and which are copies? 3) Who is the author of these fige e ures? 4) Why is the head always repree e sented in a Mongolian perspece e tive and why was the squatting position chosen? 5) Why do these figures usually (with the exception of three sets) appear in mas`wd' s text on anatomy? 6) Why aren't these figures always mentioned or referred to in the text in which they are found? 7) Why do they, sometimes, seem to have been just bound within the volume containing them and do not seem to form an ine e tegral part of it? 8) Are they all from the same hand or drawn by different scribes? 9) What is their relation to the similar Latin figures? Once we have the answers to these questions, one can hope to study the available data with a comparative and critical analysis so that some of the existing mysteries can be resolved. All manuscripts have six figures except number 12, which has only four.
